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Partners
EU CONSORTIUM PARTNERS

The Water Research Institute (IRSA) is part of the Italian National Research Council (CNR). IRSA 
was established in 1968 as a scientific institution aimed at providing the National Parliament, the 
Governmental Administrations, as well as water-management agencies and national industries, with 
the know-how necessary for rational utilization and protection of Italian water resources.

The Helmholtz Centre for Environmental Research - UFZ, Germany, was established in 1991 as the 
first and only centre in the Helmholtz Association of National Research Centres exclusively devoted 
to environmental research currently employing ~ 1000 people. Founded in response to the severe 
pollution prevailing in Central Germany, the UFZ has become a world-wide acknowledged centre 
of expertise in the remediation and re-naturation of contaminated landscapes.

The Deutsche Gesellscha�  für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH is an international 
cooperation enterprise for sustainable development with worldwide operations. GIZ is a federal 
enterprise based in Eschbornnear Frankfurt am Main. GIZ has a worldwide network of partnerships 
in civil society and in economic and cultural spheres. It has cooperated closely with other national 
and international development cooperation organisations.

Envinhealth SA is a spin out innovative company, established in 2009 in order to provide services 
related to environment, nutritional and health issues, mainly to the private sector and more 
specifically to the national food industry and the municipal authorities who are responsible for the 
local wastewater treatment plants.

The University of Catania (UNICT) was founded in 1434. The research group on Hydraulics, from the 
Department of Agri-food and Environmental Systems Management (GESA) - Faculty of Agriculture, 
is active in a wide range of subjects in relation with water and soil management, particularly in 
agricultural sector. UNICT has developed its scientific knowledge as partner in several international 
projects including EC funded projects.

INOFEA is a spin-o�  from the University of Applied Sciences Northwestern Switzerland - School of 
Life Sciences– registered since March 2011 in the Canton Basel City, Switzerland. INOFEA has been 
selected to enter the CTI85(Swiss Federal Commission for Technology and Innovation) start-up 
scheme. This enables the company to o� icially take part in CTI funded development projects and 
to access R&D funding.

Horta Srl is a spin-o�  company of the Catholic University “Sacro Cuore”, with legal seat in Piacenza. Its 
mission is to increase the value of research by transferring the technological innovation to practical 
agriculture at national and international level, by developing new cropping strategies, methods and 
products, and Decision Support Systems (DSSs) based on new Information and Communication 
Technologies.

NERC is a component body of the Natural Environment Research Council, NERC. The latter is a 
government research organization, reporting to the UK O� ice of Science and Technology. The Centre 
for Ecology and Hydrology, NERC is recognized as one of the world leading research organization 
working on fundamental and applied issues relating to water in the natural environment.

The School of Life Sciences (HLS) of the University of Applied Sciences Northwestern Switzerland 
(FHNW) is located in the centre of the trinational Basel area (Switzerland – France – Germany). The 
4 institutes of the HLS are Pharma Technology, Medical and Analytical Technologies, Chemistry and 
Bioanalytics (ICB) and Ecopreneurship (IEC).
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The Irstea-Cemagref is a Research Organisation of approximately 100 researchers, created in 2003, 
supported by the French Ministries of Research and Agriculture with a strong involvement with the 
Ministry of Environment. Irstea-Cemagref is developing activities dedicated to di� erent aspects of 
water management from plot to river basinscale, from technical, to socio-economic and political 
aspects.

SIMA-tec is specialized in design and manufacturing laboratory and pilot equipment for research 
and developmenton customers’ requirements. SIMA-tec is able to integrate new techniques in 
specialized plants according to customers’ requirements. Innovative aspects and main advantages 
of the equipment are the high degree of automation and a highly precise recording of measured data.

The S.T.E.P. Rautenbach Yüce Gebel Consulting GmbH is a small independent consultant company 
based in Aachen/Germany working in the field of Energy- and Process-Engineering for more than 
15 years. The main focus of the consultancy services lies on membrane separation technology and 
evaporation processes for drinking and waste water treatment on one side and on energy supply 
by dual purpose systems on the other side.

The University of Bologna was founded in 1088 and is considered to be the oldest university in Western 
Europe. Nowadays, it still remains one of the most important institutions of higher education across 
Europe with more than 90.000 enrolled students, 23 faculties, 69 departments, 3000 academics 
and 3000 administrative sta� .

Ranked the number one agricultural institute in Europe and number two in the world, INRA carries 
out mission oriented research for better food and nutrition, preservation of the environment and 
competitive, sustainable agricultural practices. INRA participates to DROPS through UMR759, 
Research Unit for Ecophysiology of Plants under Environmental Stress (LEPSE), common with the 
Agricultural university SupAgro.

BionActis International Group SA (Bionactis) is located in the centre of the trinational Valais area 
(Switzerland –France – Italy). This company was established in order to develop and market 
economical, clean and energy e� icient industrial processes, using subcritical gases where liquid 
solvents are presently used.

The Department of Chemistry of Sapienza University of Rome has a distinguished history and a 
tradition of excellence in research, teaching, and service. Its high-rank scientific productivity is 
documented by 1220 articles published in peer-review international journals in the past 5 years. The 
Department of Chemistry o� ers a suite of advanced equipments and facilities that will be employed 
to accomplished the objectives of the WATER4CROPS.

Vito is a contract research organization that implements client-driven research projects and develops 
innovative products and processes. The multidisciplinary skills and technological know-how of 
more than 600 researchers make this organization a crossroads of technology, where state-of-the-
art technologies are successfully blended into practical applications.

ALTERRA is the research institute for our green living environment and part of the Stichting 
DienstLandbouwkundig Onderzoek. ALTERRA o� ers a combination of practical and scientific research 
in a multitude of disciplines related to the green world around us and the sustainable use of our 
living environment. The exchange of expertise and capacity and the match between fundamental 
and practical research in various projects gives ALTERRA a scientific advantage.
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Phytorem is a highly specialised company that creates, develops and markets turnkey 
phytoremediation operations. The company combines knowledge and multidisciplinary skills: 
sanitation, project engineering, agronomy, climatology, hydrology, chemistry and ecophysiology. 
This unique combination of skills enables PHYTOREM®S.A. to plan and optimise the treatment 
e� iciency of each plant species used in its bio-treatment facilities.

 The Department of Environmental Engineering of the Technical University of Crete accepted its first 
undergraduates in October 1997 and its first graduate students in February 1998; and very quickly 
became a major centre of environmental engineering research in Greece. Presently, the Department 
has 18 faculty members and another 3 faculty positions are under review.

CER has been carrying out researches on the rational use of water resources since 1959. CER has 
become involved in various projects financed by the EU since 1990. The main fields of research that 
have been developed over the years are the following: crop response to irrigation and Water Use 
E� iciency; Irrigation scheduling; development of irrigation strategies with minimised environmental 
impact; establishment of the parameters of plant growth, yield and produce quality development; 
development of Irrigation and Fertigation Decision Support Systems

Vita 34 AG business unit BioPlanta (www.viat34.com/bioplanta)is a team of engineers and scientists 
highly specialized in Bio- and Phytotechnologies. Engineering services and applied research were 
combined to develop innovative biological treatment technologies. Among others BioPlanta renders 
engineering and consulting services for passive treatment and recycling of municipal, industrial 
wastewater, landfill leachate and mine water in international projects..

INDIAN  CONSORTIUM PARTNERS

The International Crops Research Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRISAT) is a non-profit, 
non-political organization and the 15 agricultural research centers of the Consultative Group on 
International Agricultural Research(CGIAR). ICRISAT conducts its research under Agro-ecosystems 
development, Harnessing plant biotechnology and bioinformatics, Crop improvement and 
management, and Institutions, Markets, policy and Impacts.

Larsen & Toubro (L&T) is a technology, engineering, construction and manufacturing company. It 
is one of the largest and most respected companies in India’s private sector.L&T’s Water & Solar 
business caters to the entire value chain of water and solar EPC. The water and e� luent treatment 
business covers water intake, transmission, treatment and distribution including industrial waste 
water treatment & disposal and ordinary waste water treatment & reuse segments.

The Energy and Resources Institute, commonly known as TERI established in 1974, is a research 
institute based in New Delhi focusing its research activities in the fields of energy, environment 
and sustainable development, devoted to e� icient and sustainable use of natural resources.TERI 
has established a presence in North America and Europe and on the Asian continent in Japan, 
Malaysia and the Gulf. In its 38 years of existence, TERI has completed more than 2600 projects 
and has about 20 divisions.  

PRAJ Matrix (PRAJM), Praj Industries Ltd is a global knowledge-based company with expertise and 
experience in bio-processes, engineering and projects. Praj is also deeply engaged into two major 
growth platforms – one focusing on Industrial Solutions for Water & Wastewater Management and 
Critical Process Equipment & Systems and the other on BioBased Products. PRAJ Matrix is the R&D 
center which undertakes and executes research Programs to serve technology requirements for 
the business units of Praj.
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EIRC Consulting Private Limited is a research and management Consultancy Company based in 
Bangalore, India, with cross-sectoral expertise in varied industrial & technological segments such as 
Information Technology, Biotechnology, Aerospace, Energy, Environment etc. EIRC facilitates research 
and business collaboration between India and Europe through comprehensive training and consulting 
services. EIRC has participated in several EU projects and is also the coordinator of the FP7 National 
Contact Point (NCP) network for ICT in India. 

University of Agricultural Sciences, Bangalore (UASB) with a mandate of teaching, research and 
extension in the field of agriculture and allied subjects is one of the leading universities at all India 
level. The area under this university has varied crop and soil diversity making it as one of the unique. 
UASB will conduct field experiments, soil and water analysis or any other activity in UASB jurisdiction 
related to the WP4 component of the project. 

The M.S. Swaminathan Research Foundation (MSSRF)is a leader in the field of food and agriculture 
among non-governmental research organizations in India and beyond. MSSRF’s vision is to harness 
science and technology for sustainable and equitable development. It combines modern science 
with action research and influence policy issues. Its programs are grouped under six thematic areas - 
Coastal Systems Research, Biotechnology, Biodiversity, Ecotechnology, Food Security and Information, 
Education and Communication.

Ion Exchange (India) Ltd. is an established leader in Asia, o� ering total water management solutions to 
industries, homes and communities.  It enjoys an excellent market reputation with a well-documented 
history of success in water projects, spanning over four decades of operation.  The company has 
executed over 40,000 installations across the globe including over 400 major installations for the 
Power, Petrochemicals, Fertilizers and other core industries.

Ion Exchange (India) Ltd. is an established leader in Asia, o� ering total water management solutions to 
industries, homes and communities.  It enjoys an excellent market reputation with a well-documented 
history of success in water projects, spanning over four decades of operation.  The company has 
executed over 40,000 installations across the globe including over 400 major installations for the 
Power, Petrochemicals, Fertilizers and other core industries.

National Environmental Engineering Research Institute (NEERI), a constituent laboratory of CSIR 
endeavours to provide Leadership in environmental science and engineering for sustainable development. 
It was established in Nagpur in 1958 and devoted to research and innovations in environmental science 
and engineering besides solving a range of problems posed by industry, government and public. 
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Jain Irrigation Systems Ltd., India (JISL) is a multinational organization based in Jalgaon, India. JISL 
employs over 10,000 employees, has 28 manufacturing plants, and manufactures a number of products, 
including drip and sprinkler irrigation systems and components etc. The division’s pool of over 800 
agriscientists, technologists and technicians are well equipped to render consultancy for complete 
or partial project planning and implementation e.g. Watershed or Wasteland and/or Crop Selection 
and Rotation.

SAB Miller India is the wholly owned subsidiary of SABMiller PLC, the global brewer with presence in 
more than 60 countries and a brand portfolio of more than 200 brands. Sustainable Development is 
a core part of SABMiller’s business. The group is engaged with local stakeholders in each country to 
develop watershed protection programmes.Measures are taken by the company to reduce, reuse and 
recycle water consumption at its biorefinaries, drive performance improvement in water e� iciency 
and enhance focus on Water supply assessment.

University of Agricultural Sciences, Dharwad (UASD) came into existence in October 1986 with a mandate 
of teaching, research and extension in the field of agriculture and allied subjects. UAS Dharwad is well 
known by virtue of its high academic standards and e� ective transfer of technology.  It was associated 
with McGill university CIDA funded project on Food Processing and presently has IDRC funded project 
on Food Security. Has many scientists who have international exposure and capacity to have executed 
multi-partner international projects.

The Ugar Sugar Works Ltd is the flagship organization of the Shirgaokar Group of Companies. The 
company has been involved in the manufacture of white crystal sugar for over 65 years. The Ugar Sugar 
Works Ltd., being the largest sugar manufacturing company in the South of India, has developed a 
very good environmental protection mechanism in and around the plant. 
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Contact
PROJECT COORDINATORS:

 Dr. Suhas P Wani, Scientific Coordinator - India
 ICRISAT, Hyderabad, India
 s.wani@cgiar.org

 Dr. Antonio Lopez, Scientific Coordinator - EU
 IRSA CNR, Bari, Italy
 lopez@irsa.cnr.it

DISSEMINATION PARTNERS:

 EIRC Consulting Pvt. Ltd, India
 STEP Consulting, Germany 

CONTACT INFORMATION:

 info@water4crops.org


